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The ACE Construction Authority is constituted of seven (7) member jurisdiction; the Cities of El Monte, Industry, Montebello, San Gabriel and Pomona, 

the County of Los Angles and the San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments. Each member or alternate has one vote. A quorum of the ACE 

Construction Authority is no less than four (4) of its total voting membership. Actions taken by the ACE Construction Authority shall be by simple 

majority of the members present with a quorum in attendance except for personnel actions, the annual budget, matters dealing with the Administrative 

Code or matters requiring subsequent approval by the SGVCOG, all of which shall require five (5) votes.    All disclosable public records related to this 

meeting are available for viewing at the ACE office above during normal working hours. 

 

ALAMEDA CORRIDOR-EAST CONSTRUCTION AUTHORITY  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA 

Monday, November 28, 2016 – 1:00 P.M. 

Montebello City Hall 

1600 W. Beverly Blvd. 

Montebello, CA 90640 
 

 

Members of the public may comment on any item on the agenda at the time it is taken up by the 

Board. We ask that members of the public come forward to be recognized by the Chair and keep 

their remarks brief. If several persons wish to address the Board on a single item, the Chair may 

impose a three-minute time limit on individual remarks at the beginning of the discussion. 

 

Montebello City Hall is accessible to persons using wheelchairs and with other disabilities. Informational material 

will be available in large print. Assistive listening devices, materials in other alternate formats, 

American Sign Language interpreters and other accommodations will be made available upon request. 

Requests should be made to Deanna Stanley at 626-962-9292 ext. 142 or dstanley@theaceproject.org 

Providing at least 72 hours notice will help ensure availability. 

 

 

I.  Pledge of Allegiance  

II.  Roll Call and Introductions 

 

 

III.  Public Comment  

IV.  Approval of Regular Meeting Minutes of October 24, 

2016 

(Pages 1 – 4)  Action 

V.  Chairman’s Remarks    

VI.  Board Member Comments  

VII.  Chief Executive Officer’s Report                                                       (Pages 5 – 6)  Information 

VIII.  Project Construction Progress Reports  Information 

IX.  Approval of Amendment to Agreement with Rowland 

Water District for the Nogales Street Grade Separation 

Project 

(Pages 7 – 50) Action 

http://www.theaceproject.org/
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ACE Construction Authority Board of Directors 

November 28, 2016 Special Board Agenda  

 
 

If you would like to receive the ACE Board agenda electronically, please email Amy 

Hanson at ahanson@theaceproject.org 

X.  Approval of Selection of Design Consultant for the 

Turnbull Canyon Road Grade Separation Project 

(Pages 51 – 52) Action 

XI.  Approval to Change December Board Meeting Date to 

December 12 

(Page 53) Action 

XII.  Closed Session: The Board will adjourn to closed 

session in accordance with Government Code Section 

54956.9(d) to discuss existing litigation (one case) 

Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC539599 

ACE vs. Leone Mooradian, et al. 

 

 Possible 

Action 

 

XIII.  Closed Session: The Board will adjourn to closed 

session in accordance with Government Code Section 

54956.9(d) to discuss existing litigation (one case) 

Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC638566 

ACE and Walsh Construction Company vs. Ou Hu, et 

al. 

 Possible 

Action 

 

XIV.  Reception of Appreciation for Supervisor Michael Antonovich  

XV.  Adjournment Action 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:ahanson@theaceproject.org
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ACE Construction Authority Board of Directors Regular Meeting 
October 24, 2016 Minutes 

 

  

Chairman Hadjinian called the meeting of the Board of Directors of the Alameda Corridor-
East Construction Authority to order at 1:09PM at the Montebello Council Chambers.  

1. Pledge of Alliance – Vice Chair Juli Costanzo led the pledge of allegiance.  

2. Roll Call:   In attendance was: 
Jack Hadjinian, Chair 
Juli Costanzo, Vice Chair 
Victoria Martinez 
Barbara Messina 
Elliott Rothman 
Michael Antonovich 
 
Staff:  
Mark Christoffels, CEO 
Gregory Murphy, Burke, Williams & Sorensen, legal counsel 
Genichi Kanow 
Phil Balmeo 
Cecilia Cardenas 
Charles Tsang 
Victoria Butler 
Rachel Korkos 
Amy Hanson 
Ricky Choi 
 
Guests: 
Alex Gonzalez, City of Industry 
Charlie Nakamoto, Jacobs 
Chris Bretan, CH2MHill 
Michelle Chan, HDR 
Phil Hawkey, SGVCOG 
Robert Williams, RailPROS 

3. Public Comments – There were no public comments. 

4.  Approval of September 26, 2016 Regular Meeting minutes – A motion was 
made to approve the September 26, 2016 Regular meeting minutes. 

 M/S/C/Costanzo/Martinez/Unanimous 
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5. Chairman Remarks – Chairman Hadjinian thanked the staff for the successful Fullerton 
Road grade separation groundbreaking ceremony. He expressed his appreciation for MTA 
CEO Phil Washington’s attendance. Chairman Hadjinian asked for a motion to move item 
nine to the end of the meeting for the remaining Board members to arrive for a majority 
vote. 

A motion was made to move item nine on the agenda to approve an amendment to ACE’s 
Phase II program to the end of the meeting 

 M/S/C/Costanzo/Messina/Unanimous 

6. Board Member Comments – Member Martinez invited the public to the San Gabriel Valley 
Council of Governments General Assembly meeting at the Pacific Palms in the City of 
Industry on October 26.  

7. Chief Executive Officer’s Report – Mr. Christoffels reported that Assembly Bill 2170 ACE 
has previously been successful in competing for has been vetoed by the Governor. He 
indicated that ACE will continue to work with various agencies also in support of this bill to 
attempt to have these funds rerouted in the Trade Corridor project funding.  

Member Rothman arrives.  

8. Construction Project Progress Reports – Charles Tsang reviewed progress photos of 
the Fairway Drive grade separation project. Victoria Butler reviewed project progress photos 
of the Fullerton Road grade separation project. Genichi Kanow reviewed project progress 
photos of the Puente Avenue grade separation project. Phil Balmeo reviewed project 
progress photos of the San Gabriel Trench project.  

Member Antonovich arrives. 

9. Approval of an Amendment to ACE’s Phase II Program by Adding the San Antonio 
Avenue Railroad Crossing to the At-Grade Crossing Safety Improvement Project 
in the City of Pomona – Mr.  Christoffels reminded the Board that this item was brought 
for approval last month however a quorum of five votes is required for approval and only 
four were present therefore a revote is needed. He indicated that this item will be brought 
before the San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments for approval at their upcoming 
Governing Board meeting. 

A motion was made to amend ACE’s Phase II Program by adding the San Antonio Avenue 
railroad crossing to ACE’s At-Grade Crossing Safety Improvement Project. 

 M/S/C/Rothman/Martinez/Unanimous 
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10. Approval of Early Acquisition of 237 S. Montebello Boulevard for the Montebello 
Corridor Project – Mr. Christoffels indicated that various properties in the vicinity will be 
needed to purchase in order to complete this project. He explained that an environmental 
clearance study has not yet been completed however ACE is permitted to enter into early 
acquisition if the property goes on the market. He indicated that this item is for the approval 
to move forward with an appraisal in order for staff to start negotiations of purchase with 
the property owner.  

A motion was made to authorize staff to make an offer, negotiate, and acquire a multi-
family residential parcel for the Montebello Corridor Grade Separation Project in advance of 
the Board approval of the 35% design plans and California Environmental Quality Act 
approval.  

 M/S/C/Messina/Costanzo/Unanimous 

11. Approval of Early Property Acquisition of 401 S. Maple Avenue for the Montebello 
Corridor Project – Mr. Christoffels indicated that this property is the future location of a 
pedestrian overpass landing for the Montebello Corridor project. He asked for a motion of 
approval for staff to move forward with an appraisal and begin negotiations with the 
property owner for purchase.  
 
A motion was made to authorize staff to make an offer, negotiate, and acquire a residential 
parcel for the Montebello Corridor Grade Separation Project in advance of the Board 
approval of the 35% design plans and California Environmental Quality Act approval.  
M/S/C/Costanzo/Martinez/Unanimous 

12. Approval of an Amendment to Design Contract During Construction with 
CH2MHill for the Fairway Drive Grade Separation Project – Mr. Christoffels reported 
that design firms are retained during construction in order to assist with any design issues 
that may arise. He indicated some unforeseen problems with the sewer siphon, industry 
spur tracks, soil stabilization, an alternative method of constructing a large storm drain 
under the railroad was needed, upgraded Caltrans signals that were not in the original 
design, and an alternative shoofly design to improve safety during construction were all 
areas ACE needed the assistance of CH2MHill with. He indicated that the original cost 
estimate for support services has nearly been met and additional funds are needed to retain 
these services during construction. He indicated that the typical design support services are 
18% of the construction costs and that this amendment will be a total of 16% of the 
construction costs.  

A motion was made to authorize Chief Executive Officer to amend the contract with 
CH2MHill to add $443,675 for additional design support during construction and design 
revisions for the Fairway Drive grade separation project, for a new total contract value of 
$7,205,361. 

 M/S/C/Messina/Costanzo/Unanimous 
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X
Amy Hanson

Assistant to the Clerk of the Board

 

13. Approval of Amendment to Construction Contract with Horizons Company 
International Inc. for Property Modifications Required at Fair-Way Storage for 
the Fairway Drive Grade Separation Project – Mr. Christoffels reported on two 
unforeseen items that Horizon’s Company needed to address at the Fair-Way Storage 
property. He explained that the County Building Official issued new permits which required 
the electrical panel to be upgrade in order to meet new codes. He reminded the Board of a 
lawsuit for the building not meeting ADA compliance that was settled and modifications to 
needed to be made to meet standards.  

A motion was made to increase the Chief Executive Officer’s change order authorization to 
25% ($49,867.75) of Horizon’s Company International Inc. construction contract for 
property modifications required at Fair-Way Storage for the Fairway Drive Grade Separation 
project. 

 M/S/C/Messina/Martinez/Unanimous 

14. Approval to Change November Board Meeting Date to November 28, 2016 – A 
motion was made to reschedule the November Board of Directors meeting to November 
28, 2016. 

 M/S/C/Rothman/Costanzo/Unanimous 

15. Approval to Receive and File Quarterly Financial Reports – Mr. Christoffels reviewed 
the quarterly progress schedule and costs. There were no questions. 

A motion was made to receive and file the quarterly project progress and financial reports.  
 M/S/C/Martinez/Costanzo/Unanimous 

16. Approval to Receive and File Environmental Mitigation Monitoring Reports – Mr. 
Christoffels reviewed the quarterly environmental mitigation monitoring reports. There were 
no questions.  

A motion was made to receive and file the quarterly environmental mitigation monitoring 
reports. 

 M/S/C/Martinez/Costanzo/Unanimous 

17. Adjournment – The Chairman announced that the next Finance Committee Meeting will 
be held October 27 at the ACE Offices and that the next Board of Director meeting will be 
November 28. The meeting was adjourned at 1:36PM 
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MEMO TO: ACE Construction Authority Board Members & Alternates 
 
FROM: Mark Christoffels  
  Chief Executive Officer 
 
DATE:  November 28, 2016 
 
SUBJECT: CEO Report 
 
The following are items of note since the last meeting: 
 
Durfee Funding – The California Transportation Commission voted unanimously at their 
meeting in San Jose on October 20 to program $2.706 million in Highway Rail Grade 
Crossing Safety Account (HRCSA) funds for construction of the Durfee Avenue project. 
The award represents the last remaining amount of Prop 1B funds made available for the 
HRCSA program which is intended to support grade separation and grade crossing 
improvement projects. 
 
Federal Grant Program – Staff are revising and preparing to resubmit grant 
applications seeking funding from the FASTLANE discretionary freight grant program for 
the Durfee Avenue and Montebello Corridor projects. DOT advertised on October 28 that 
it was soliciting applications for up to $850 million to be awarded in FY 2017, with a due 
date of December 15.  Staff have reached out to other area agencies to explore partnering 
on applications to improve the competitiveness of Southern California’s submittals.      
   
Contracting – Our Administrative Code delegates to the CEO the authority to approve 
new contracts or change orders for Board-approved contracts within certain limits, with 
a requirement that I report to the Board any such contract action.  Since my last report 
I have approved the following: 

Consultant/Vendor Reason for Change 
Change           
Amount 

Total 
Contract 

Value 

Griffith & Company 

Nogales Street Grade Separation 
project: Change Order No. 8 –  
Adjustment of Allowance Item Unit 
Price  

$0.00 $49,290,215 

Griffith & Company 

Nogales Street Grade Separation 
project: Change Order No. 9 –  
Reduction in Progress Payment 
Retention 

$0.00 $49,290,215 
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OHL USA, Inc. 
Puente Avenue Grade Separation 
project:  Change Order No. 006.  
Quantity Adjustments BI 128 

$210,000 $38,963,768 

 
Community Outreach Update – Staff conducted the following project outreach 
activities: 

 Distributed construction alert notices regarding traffic lane impacts on Lemon 
Avenue and Golden Springs Drive for street widening and storm drain installation 
for the Lemon Avenue freeway ramps project;  

 Staffed an ACE Project information table at the Mobility 21 Transportation Summit; 
and, 

 Conducted ongoing community outreach and support activities for the San Gabriel 
Trench, Nogales Street, Puente Avenue, Fairway Drive and Fullerton Road grade 
separation projects. 
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MEMO TO: ACE Construction Authority Board Members & Alternates 
 
FROM:  Mark Christoffels 
  Chief Executive Officer 
 
DATE:  November 28, 2016 
 
SUBJECT: Approval of Utility Relocation Work Reconciliation for Rowland Water District 

for the Nogales Street Grade Separation Project 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends that the Board authorize the execution of the 
Second and Third Amendments to a Joint Use Agreement for Relocation of Water Lines 
with the Rowland Water District (RWD) for the completed relocation of affected water 
lines that were necessary for the Nogales Street project (LA Subdivision) with 
reimbursement to RWD in an amount of $65,681.74 to cover the final total relocation 
costs. 
 
BACKGROUND:  On October 8, 2013 entered into an agreement with RWD for utility 
relocation of water lines at Nogales and San Jose as part of the Nogales Street Grade 
Separation project.  The original agreement and First Amendment construction work 
authorization was estimated to be $147,346.74.  Due to changes required during 
construction additional work needed to be constructed as indicated in the Second and 
Third Amendments that totaled $65,681.74, bringing the total cost of the relocation to 
$213,028.48. Approval of this final cost reconciliation will close out the accounting for this 
work order. No further action or payments will be required for this completed effort.   
 
BUDGET IMPACT: Funding for the water line relocations is available from Metro funds. 
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MEMO TO:    ACE Construction Authority Board Members and Alternates 
 
FROM:  Mark Christoffels 
  Chief Executive Officer 
 
DATE:  November 28, 2016  
 
SUBJECT: Approval of Selection of HNTB Corporation for Preliminary Engineering and 

Final Design Services for Turnbull Canyon Road Grade Separation Project 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends that the Board authorize the Chief Executive 
Officer to negotiate a design and engineering services contract with HNTB Corporation 
(HNTB) for the Turnbull Canyon Road grade separation project. 
 
BACKGROUND:  At the April 2012 Board meeting, the Board authorized staff to solicit 
proposals for design and engineering services for its Phase II grade separation projects, 
which included Turnbull Canyon Road.   
 
At the July 14, 2016 City of Industry Council meeting, the Council approved ACE and City 
staff’s recommendation that a two-lane overpass structure be constructed in lieu of an 
underpass which was originally proposed.  The overpass concept was recommended due 
to potential property impacts, utility conflicts, groundwater concerns, coordination with 
Union Pacific Railroad and estimated project costs for an underpass.  The Turnbull project 
would be the last grade separation on ACE’s Phase II Program. 
 
Consistent with our procurement process, a Request-for-Qualifications (RFQ) was issued 
on September 16, 2016.  The availability of the RFQ was advertised in various publications 
(newspapers of local circulation, minority and business publications) and posted on our 
website and our online bidding system.  In addition, direct email notification was made 
to over 1,500 firms who had previously expressed an interest in our project.  A pre-
proposal conference was held on September 28th, attended by 40 people.  The Authority 
received five Statements of Qualifications (SOQ) on October 17th.   
 
Responsive SOQs were received from the following firms: 
 

 AECOM Technical Services, Inc.  HNTB Corporation 
 Kimley-Horn  KOA Corporation 
 Lockwood, Andrews & Newnam, Inc.  

 

  

51



ACE Board Members and Alternates 
November 28, 2016 
Approval of Selection of HNTB   
For Design Services for Turnbull Canyon Road Grade Separation Project 

 

  

A Technical Evaluation Committee (TEC) was formed consisting of three ACE staff and 
representatives from Union Pacific Railroad and City of Industry all with relevant technical 
qualifications. The TEC reviewed the written proposals and elected to interview three 
firms. 

 
Interviews were held on November 15th.  The three firms interviewed are highly regarded, 
very experienced and well qualified.  The TEC ranked the highest proposal by the team 
of HNTB. 
   
The RFQ was issued under a Small Business Enterprise Program (SBE) currently in place.  
Staff has established an eight percent (8%) SBE goal on the Turnbull Canyon Road 
separation project.  HNTB committed to a 43% SBE goal.  HNTB will be required to report 
all SBE participation achieved through the life of the contract. 
 
Notices of staff’s recommendation were sent to the other finalists on November 15th. The 
protest period will have concluded by the close of business, November 22nd.  As of the 
mailing date of this agenda item, no protests have been received. 
 
Upon approval by the Board of the recommended firm and authorization to negotiate a 
contract, staff will initiate negotiations and in-house staff will be requested to perform all 
required post-award audits.  It is anticipated we will request a contract award at your 
January 2017 meeting. 
 
BUDGET IMPACT:   Funding for this contract is available from Metro (Prop C and 
Measure R) funds.  
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MEMO TO: ACE Construction Authority Board Members and Alternates 
 
FROM: Mark Christoffels 
  Chief Executive Officer 
 
DATE:  November 28, 2016   
 
SUBJECT: Approval to Change December Meeting Date 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  Due to a scheduling conflict, staff recommends the Board 
meeting scheduled for December 19 be moved to December 12.  Staff has polled the 
Board and it appears this date is convenient to other members. 
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