
Dear Friends: 

 

ACE Construction Authority is preparing to submit an applica-

tion in August seeking a grant of $10 million  for the Nogales 

Street grade separation project from the USDOT TIGER II pro-

gram.  ACE was unsuccessful in securing a merit-based TIGER I 

program grant for the Baldwin Avenue grade separation earlier 

this year, but we were heartened to learn that our submittal was 

among 167 finalists out of more than 1,500 projects submitted 

nationwide that sought a total of nearly $60 billion.  Only 51 pro-

jects nationwide (and four from California) were funded through 

the $1.5 billion TIGER I program.  

 

 With even less funding authorized by Congress for the TIGER II program, this yearôs 

program will be more competitive.  Nonetheless, we believe our application deserves 

careful consideration given high traffic and train volumes and congestion delays on  

Nogales Street, where the crossing is ranked No. 6 on the statewide priority list for 

grade separation funding.  In addition, our grant application will help leverage the fed-

eral grant with a very high proportion of State, local and other funds.   

 

While we did not secure a TIGER I grant, we believe that our ñrecommendedò status 

shows that the ACE grade separation projects in the San Gabriel Valley score well when 

lined up against other projects statewide and, indeed, across the nation. We anticipate 

that ACE will be given careful consideration in the TIGER II program because of the 

national and regional importance of our projects and ACEôs reputation for achieving 

results.  The ACE projects will help sustain and mitigate the impacts of projected in-

creases in goods movement through our region on one of the nationôs busiest transcon-

tinental freight mainlines, carrying goods from the Ports of Los Angeles and Long 

Beach, which are the busiest container ports in the nation. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Tim Spohn  

Chair, ACE Construction Authority Board of Directors  
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San Gabriel Trench Final Environmental Impact Report 

Approved  

ACEôs largest project continues to make good progress! In April 2010, the ACE Board of Directors approved the Final 
Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Assessment (EIR/EA) for the San Gabriel Trench project under the Cali-
fornia Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) after an extensive public outreach, review and comment process. Caltrans 

is the Lead Agency under the National Environmental Pol-
icy Act (NEPA) and is expected to take separate action on 
the environmental document  in August. Environmental 
approvals clear the way for right-of-way property acquisi-
tion and the final design of the 2.2 mile, $498 million grade 
separation project.  

Approval of the EIR/EA is a major milestone for the San 
Gabriel Trench grade separation project. During the con-
struction project, 1.4 miles of Union Pacific railroad will be 
lowered through the City of San Gabriel with four bridges 
built at Ramona Street, Mission Road, Del Mar Avenue, 
and San Gabriel Boulevard. Major construction is expected 
to start in 2011 and be completed by 2014. Project con-
struction will create 8,964 full-time equivalent jobs. The 
project will eliminate locomotive horn and crossing bell 
noise as well as collisions and congestion at the crossings.  
Reducing congestion will cut air pollution by 213 tons per 
year of air toxins and greenhouse emissions by 2030. The 
project will eliminate an estimated 420 hours of vehicle 
delay each day at four crossings, the busiest of which, San 
Gabriel Boulevard, carries 37,500 vehicles per day and 
operates at 118% of capacity in peak hours.  
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ACE Phase II Grade Separation  

Study Released  
Itôs exciting times for the future of the ACE Project! The draft ACE Phase II Grade Separation Traffic Study and Con-
cept Plan Report was recently released and made available on the ACE website for public review and download.   

In November 2008, the ACE Board of Directors commissioned an updated study of the previously adopted Phase II 
grade separation locations to identify, prioritize, and indicate potential alternatives or additions to Phase II beyond 
those already adopted by the Board. The Phase II report updates the original 1997 study that led to the creation of 
the ACE Project and which identified the projects to be included in the overall program.   

With the passage of time and near completion of Phase I of the ACE Project, the study consisted of extensive data 
collection that involved revisiting information such as traffic counts, wait times at the railroad crossings, future traffic 
volumes, and train movement forecasts to reevaluate or confirm the best locations for the Phase II projects. ACE 
staff is meeting with the affected jurisdictions to solicit input and a recommendation is anticipated in Fall 2010. 

To view or download a copy of the ACE Phase II Grade Separation draft study, please visit the ACE Project Website 
at www.theaceproject.org. 
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In late May, California Transportation Commission (CTC) Executive Director Bimla Rhinehart and Deputy Director 
Maura Twomey traveled to the San Gabriel Valley from Sacramento to spend a day getting a firsthand look at the 
progress of the ACE Project. The CTC is responsible for the programming and allocation of the Prop 1B bond fund-
ing, including $336 million for the San Gabriel Trench grade separation project. CTC staff were provided a project 

briefing and participated in a 
tour of the various ongoing 
and completed construction 
project sites.  In late April, 
newly appointed Caltrans Dis-
trict 7 Director Michael Miles 
and Deputy Director of De-
sign Bill Reagan participated 
in a tour of the ACE Project 
sites. 

 

 

California Transportation Commission Executive 

Director; Caltrans Staff Tour ACE Project  

Above, CTC staff taking a tour of the proposed San 

Gabriel Trench project site with the San Gabriel Mis-

sion visible in the background. L -R: CTC Executive 

Director Bimla Rhinehart, ACE CEO Rick Richmond, 

CTC Deputy Director Maura Twomey, ACE Senior Pro-

ject Manager Regina Talamantez, Mr. Tim Egan of 

Capital Representation Group.  

Right, at the Sunset Ave. rail flyover bridge construc-

tion site. L -R: ACE CEO Rick Richmond, Caltrans Dis-

trict 7 Director Michael Miles, Caltrans Deputy Director 

of Design Bill Reagan.  



ACE Briefs San Gabriel Valley Congressional Delegation in 

Washington D.C.  
In March, ACE Board members briefed 
federal legislators and their staff about 
the progress of and funding needs of the 
ACE Project during their annual visit to 
Capitol Hill. ACE Board Chairman Tim 
Spohn led the ACE group in emphasiz-
ing the vital role of the ACE Project with 
respect to economic vitality, crossing 
safety, congestion relief and air quality in 
the San Gabriel Valley as well as the 
significant regional and national benefits 
of the ACE Program. The Congress-
members expressed continuing support 
for the ACE Project and assistance in 
advocating for continued funding for up-
coming construction projects.  

ACE also co-hosted the San Gabriel 
Valley Congressional Appreciation Re-
ception with the San Gabriel Valley 
Council of Governments, San Gabriel 
Valley Economic Partnership and Foot-
hill Transit. The reception was held in 

the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee 
meeting room in the Rayburn House Office Building 
and was attended by nearly 100 guests, including 
Mayors and Council-members from San Gabriel Val-
ley cities, as well as business leaders, representa-
tives of transportation and trade associations, and 
other stakeholders.  Congress-members David 
Dreier, Judy Chu, Grace Napolitano and Adam Schiff 
attended the reception, offering welcoming remarks 
and expressing their support for the San Gabriel Val-
leyôs transportation priorities.  
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ACE staff have been involved in discussions concerning the drafting of the Senate version of the legislation that will 
reauthorize the multi-year federal surface transportation program.  A draft bill has been introduced in the House of 
Representatives, and Senate staff are working on a draft to be introduced in the U.S. Senate. In May, ACE staff met 
with staff of the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee to discuss policy provisions that may be of poten-
tial benefit to the ACE Project.  ACE staff subsequently provided specific proposed goods movement project policy 
language and will continue to interact with committee staff and monitor legislative developments as the reauthoriza-
tion process progresses in the coming months. 

ACE Meets with Senate Environment and Public Works 

Committee to Assist in SAFETEA - LU Reauthorization  

L- R: ACE Board Vice Chair David Gutierrez, Pomona Councilman Freddie Rod-

riguez, Alhambra Councilmember Barbara Messina, ACE CEO Rick Richmond, 

U.S. Congresswoman Grace Napolitano.  

Left, U.S. Congressman David Dreier (L) and U.S. Con-

gressman Adam Schiff (R) delivering remarks at the San 

Gabriel Valley Congressional Appreciation Reception.  
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ACE has resubmitted an application seeking $25.6 million in State Prop 1B funding for the Nogales Street grade 
separation project, as required by recent California Transportation Commission (CTC) guidelines for projects that 
were unable to receive allocations of existing commitments by June 30.  The Highway-Rail Grade Crossing Safety 
Account (HRCSA) funding will be awarded based on project ranking on the Statewide Grade Separation Priority 
list that is compiled following analysis of vehicle and train volumes and crossing collisions and delays. The No-
gales Street crossing is ranked no. 6 statewide, and the ACE application for funding should fare well.  Five train-
vehicle accidents have occurred at the Nogales Street crossing in the past eight years. In addition to easing signifi-
cant congestion and traffic delays when trains pass the crossing, the grade separation will eliminate the potential 
for crossing collisions, the probability of which is estimated by federal authorities at one every three years, as well 
as delays for emergency responders. Eliminating idling cars and trucks at the crossing will cut 25 tons a year of 
cancer-causing air toxins and greenhouse emissions by 2030. Finally, building the project will generate 1,480 full-
time equivalent one-year jobs and $220 million in economic output in Los Angeles County, which is rated as an 
economically distressed area due to our high unemployment.  CTC staff recommendations are expected in August 
and the HRCSA program is expected to be adopted by the CTC in September. 

ACE Submits State Funding Application for  

Nogales Street Project  

Photo simulation of proposed Nogales 

Street Grade Separation project.  

Current conditions at Nogales Street at -grade 

crossing.  


