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ACE Board

Dear Friends:

Chair 6s

In November, we were pleased to be joined by federal, state and |
officials in dedicating the sixth ACE grade separation project to ope
traffic, at Sunset Avenue in the City of Industry. For details and p
tos, please see page 2 of this newsletter.

In 2011, we expect to start construction on another six grade sep
tions in the Cities of ElI Monte, Industry and San Gabriel. These-mu
needed projects will create almost 12,000 jobs, mostly in constructi
a vital sector of our regional economy which has been especially

. hit by the recession.

Hon. Tim Spohn

The San Pedro Bay ports are the busiest cargo ports in the nation and more thgunattee of

the containers handled there travel east to reach final destinations across the country.
separations at key crossings relieve traffic delays, improve safety and system reliability, r
emissions and help sustain our goods movement economic sector. As trade rebounds an
ments are made in neport rail facilities, more frequent and longer trains are expected to c
the San Gabriel Valley.

ACE has been fortunate to have the stron
The confidence of our elected officials in the benefits of the ACE projects as well as in the
Construction Authority as a model for cadfective and o#time project delivery is demon-
strated by the more than $1.4 billion in federal, state, and local funds committed to the
program. However, with increases in state and local funding, the federal share of funding f
ACE Project has declined to less than 20 percent, although highway projects typically can
on a federal funding match of 80 percent.

The grade separation projects along the ACE Trade Corridor are the sole fediesahyated

Projects of National and Regional Significance in the San Gabriel Valley. Congress is ex
to take up the highways program bill next year and we believe the ACE projects should ha
opportunity to receive or compete for an equitable share of federal funding. With suffi
funding support, ACE can finish the job of constructing the remaining grade separation pr
in its program for the benefit of our region and our nation.

Sincerely,

i

The Hon. Tim Spohn
Chair, ACE Construction Authority Board of Directors
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Federal, State and Local Officials Join Together in
Dedicating Sunset Avenue Grade Separation

On November 5th, Members of Congress, state I
lators and officials and local representatives gath

for a ceremony to dedicate the Sunset Avenue G
Separation project which will eliminate traffic con
gestion and delays, trairehicle collision hazards [§8
and locomotive horn noise at two mainline railroaj S8
crossings in the City of Industry in the San Gabriqiii
Valley.

Currently, freight trains ascend the newly con-

structed 1.6mile concretewalled flyover structure

and pass over Sunset and Orange Avenues-on 3
foot-high steel railroad bridges. With roadway re§gf=% |
ration complete, Sunset Avenue opened to traffic
November 15.

AiThis is the sixth ACE
opened to traffic and demonstrates the remarkab
progress made in delivering the ACE program of

grade separation projects_ and_ Safety improvemer ront row, from left: Assemblymgn Mike Eng, ACE Board Member Pat
at the remaining c¢r 0 S SI{M9 ScyiQmia $rd (ﬁ)%gﬁe | oEar_(f .'\(/l:h%.l r

. . . allath, Chlifornia Transportation Commission Executive Director Bimla
man Tim Spohn, a City of Industry Councilman.

AiBy next year, ACE wi ||F"e5ag AGE RegopProleciManapy Yicjprig Ruter; Cangfessyorpan
have completed the first 14 grade separation prof Judy Chu, Congresswoman Grace Napolitano, Walnut City Councilman
jects and we can focus on securing the funding Tom King, Caltrans Deputy District Director Jim McCarthy.

needed to complete construction of the remaining
gr a de separat i on pro J e §apk§0\{v, 50m left: Parsons Brinckerhoff executive Glenn Suitor, ACE

CEO Rick Richmond, Claremont Councilman Sam Pedroza, Assemblyman
ifThe ACE grade separ at|iandaly PofaGinp, eCaliforfa Bahsgrtationi Coranissiorfero Aran 0 U
communities, 0 said Con|ghag ACE BhariaAa Tim SEohnaACEEBoakd MemiéraFrank Gomez,
politano, a member of the House Transportation dﬂﬁ‘semblyman Ed Hernandez, California Business, Transportation and

Infrastructure Commit t|@dsing sécr&dy Dk Bhrkr] ABEIBoald MethiidrSstepherd Ay,
railways means less dangerous railroad crossing$pta Board Member John Fasana.

less traffic pollution, and faster travel times for eve-
ryone living and working in this higtraffic area. |
congratulate ACE and local officials on their
achievement, and will continue to provide suppor
for these i mportant pr

i ACE i <=ffeative@gescy that delivers pro-

jects on time and within budget and with importari
community and regional

woman Judy Chu, who toured the Sunset Avenue
project when it was un
with my colleagues in Congress to ensure contin
federal funding suppori

[

Assemblyman Ed Hernandez, Congresswoman Grace Napolitano, Congress-
woman Judy Chu, Assemblyman Mike Eng and Assemblyman Anthony
Portantino present commendations to ACE Board Chair Tim Spohn.

[Continued on Page 3]
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Construction of the $96 million Sunset Avenue Grade Separation Project began in January 2007. The project elimina
mainline railroad crossing at Sunset and Orange Avenues, which carry 32,000 vehicles and 9,200 vehicles per day, .r¢
Before the project was built, motorists experienced significant delays at the two crossings, with traffic blocked agthe S
Avenue crossing for 37 vehicle/hours per day and at the Orange Avenue crossing for 9 vehicle/hours per day. Traféis
at the two crossings were projected to increase to 54 vehicle/hours and 13 vehicle/hours per day, respectively, bp@e:
Avenue is expected to open to traffic in early 2011, after upgrades for rail safety and utility relocations are completed

AfDespite the economic downturn, the Ports of Los Ang
in the world, : , 7
woman Bonnie Lowenthal,

Chair of the Assembly Trans-

portation Com

muchneeded grade separatio

are an important step in im-

proving regional mobility and

continued economic vitality in

the face of freight traffic

growth in

[Continued on Page 4]
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AThe Sunset Avenue G@GHBade
ease traffic gridlock, remove the risk of trai

vehicle collisions, and ensure the safety of t
students who attend cho
Assemblyman Ed Hernandez, Chair of the §
Gabriel Valley Legi s@lat.
the strong bipartisan support and confidenc

the entire San Gabriel Valley delegation in
Sacramento. 0

ifGrade separations I p
nating pollution caused by idling cars and
trucks at the crossi@g, O
Mike Eng, a member of the Assembly Trans
portation Committee @A We
that 3,700 lives are cut short each year in

Southern California due to port air pollution,

the largest single source of pollution in the
region. o

ACE CEO Rick Richmond (L) with California Transportation Commission Execu-
tive Director Bimla Rhinehart, CTC Deputy Director Maura Twomey, and ACE AThe railroad collis

Board Chair Tim Spohn. compels us to renew our commitment to im-
prove safety along rjall |
blyman Anthony Portantino, also a member ¢
sembly Tr anspor treated deaths Dwlvencollisibne fetween tiaioand cars ad higlaibay

ngs or trespassers on railroads and we have to 0o a

el i to deliver on the p to i mprove obi

i ati four years ago, 0 said e Bonner, ret

rity aced on these grade separation proj S i

S h a are committed to the ACE project i e S

AfGoods movement in Southern California is not only a i ta
economic health of our nation, 0 said California Trangsspor:t

strategies and policies offer a balanced approach to support goods movement while mitigating the impacts on local co nities

iwWe are right to celebrate th ac ; g ACE
ity over the |l ast decade, 0 said Dy ! Fa
Vall eydbs representative to th LA f D
secured commitments of local, state and federal funding totaling more than | = N AR
billiond all funding that would have gone elsewhere had it not been for the 4= K. :&.ﬁ:’.ﬁ o OTade Sepg;.

Construction Authority.o N ""'c~m..;“.'c"'“" Sow

S84 the City of :';"llcu. Authoriy
v

ACE has completed safety improvements at 39 grade crossings in the San {
Valley, opened six grade separation projects to traffic and is scheduled to b
construction in 2011 on another three grade separation projects, including 8
ject to lower the railroad in a trench and build bridges at four busy-saiketd |
crossings in the City of San Gabriel. The ACE program calls for constructin
grade separations as part of a mydtar construction effort to improve safety al
reduce congestion at 54 grade crossings across the San Gabriel Valley.

AC
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— _
Congressional Leaders

Take Helicopter Tour
of ACE & Gold Line

*
%

- | early September, ACE and the Gold Line C

e |struction Authority jointly arranged a helicop
{ tour of both projects for Congressman Dg
Dreier and Congressman John Mica of Florida;
ranking Republican who is expected to becom
next Chairman of the House Transportation
Infrastructure Committee. The Congressme
pressed their mutual support for ACE and the (
Line.

L-R: ACE CEO Rick Richmond, Congressman John Mica,
Congressman David Dreier, Gold Line CEO Habib Balian

ACE Hosts State and Federal Legislative Staff Briefing

ACE hosted a briefing and tour in September for staff of federal and state legislators from the San Gabriel Valleyt-
ing included an update on the status and progress of the ACE Project and culminated with a site tour of active, pl
completed construction projects. The staffers were able to get a firsthand look at the Sunset Avenue Grade Sepata
that was still in construction at the time, the upcoming Baldwin Avenue Grade Separation Project in EI Monte and
Street (L.A. Subdivision) Grade Separation Project in the City of Industry/LA County that are expected to begin co
in 2011. The group also viewed the Ramona Boulevard Grade Separation Project in El Monte and the Noga
(Alhambra Subdivision) Grade Separation Project in Industry/West Covina that were completed in 2008 and 2005
tively. The offices of U.S. Senator Dianne Feinstein, Congressmembers David Dreier, Grace Napolitano and Judy
Senators Gloria Romero and Carol Liu, and State Assemblymembers Ed Hernandez, Anthony Portantino and Cu

were represented at the briefing.

Legislative staffers visit the future site of the San Gabriel Trench Grade
Separation project.




