
Dear Friends: 
 
The summer months have been a busy ones at the Alameda 

Corridor-East Construction Authority (ACE) as three grade sepa-

ration projects are being readied for construction and two others 

are in design.   

 

In June, we were pleased to receive the unanimous support of 

the California Transportation Commission (CTC) in certifying the 

construction readiness of the San Gabriel Trench project.  ACE 

will move forward with $13 million in early construction activities, 

including an important archaeological excavation in the railroad right-of-way in front of 

the San Gabriel Mission, founded in 1771.  The main construction contract can be 

awarded in Spring 2012, contingent on the sale of State transportation bonds.  CTC 

approval of the project helps ensure priority placement for bond funding, and we appre-

ciate in particular the support of the three Los Angeles County members on the CTC, 

Chairman Dario Frommer and Commissioners Fran Inman and Yvonne Burke. 

 

In July, I had the opportunity to meet with Federal Highway Administration Administrator 

Victor Mendez at a transportation conference in Los Angeles.  I spoke with Mr. Mendez 

about the importance of constructing the ACE projects, particularly as trade through the 

San Pedro Bay ports continues to rebound, resulting in ever more trains crossing the 

San Gabriel Valley and carrying goods to the rest of the nation.   

 

In August, contractors demolished a gas station that is being acquired for the Nogales 

Street grade separation and roadway widening project in the City of Industry, near Row-

land Heights.  ACEôs priority is to continue to move these projects, as well as the Bald-

win Avenue grade separation project in the City of El Monte, toward construction to help 

create thousands of much-needed construction jobs and complete these nationally sig-

nificant projects for the benefit of our communities and our region. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

The Hon. Tim Spohn  

Chair, ACE Construction Authority Board of Directors  
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CTC Gives Green Light to San Gabriel Trench Project  
The California Transportation Commission (CTC) in June unanimously approved the San Gabriel Trench project 
as ready for construction.  The CTC also approved ACEôs proposal to construct the project in two phases. 
 
The first phase will consist of early utility relocation and archeological excavation.  This phase will be funded us-
ing $13 million in already committed local Measure R funds, to be reimbursed when state bond funds are made 
available.  The second phase consists of the main construction contract to be awarded when $323.6 million in 
previously committed Prop 1B funds is allocated following a state bond sale, anticipated later this year.  Approval 
by the CTC was important in establishing the Trench projectôs priority order among those projects waiting for 
bond funding.  

Crews work to relocate underground utilities on Mission Road just west of Ramona Street to Junipero 
Serra Drive.  Work will include investigatory drilling and conduit installation.  ACE distributed notices 

regarding the work in English, Spanish and Chinese.  

A worker operates a directional boring machine to relocate underground utilities in preparation for the 
San Gabriel Trench project.  
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On the Fourth of July, the ACE 
Community Outreach Team 
distributed nearly 400 safety 
kits to young children who 
stopped by with their parents 
at an ACE booth at the City of 
San Gabrielôs ñKids Dayò 
Community Fair in Smith Park.  
The event provided an oppor-
tunity for members of the local 
community to learn more 
about the ACE Project and 
hear updates about the San 
Gabriel Trench Grade Separa-
tion project.  Community mem-
bers expressed interest in see-
ing the project get underway.  
Once completed, the railroad 
Trench project will eliminate 
congestion, delays for emer-
gency responders and loco-
motive horns at four crossings 
in the City of San Gabriel.  

ACE Board Chair Tim Spohn delivers a project update and impressed on lawmakers the importance to 
project funding of transportation bond sales during a State of the Region transportation hearing held in El 

Monte in April.  The hearing was convened by Supervisor Don Knabe, Chairman of the LACMTA.  

ACE in the Community San Gabriel  

ACE in the Community El Monte  
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Demolition Clears Way for Nogales Street Project  
In August, contractors began 
demolition of the former Mobil 
gas station at the northwest 
corner of Nogales Street at 
Gale Avenue in Rowland 
Heights in preparation for the 
Nogales Street Grade Sepa-
ration and Roadway Widen-
ing Project.   
 
Demolition notices in English, 
Chinese and Spanish were 
distributed in advance of the 
work and posted on the ACE 
website. 
 
The demolition and removal 
of the underground storage 
tanks clear the way for the 
construction of a six-lane 
roadway underpass and dou-
ble-track railway bridge to 
completely grade separate 
Nogales Street from the rail-
road between San Jose Ave-
nue and Gale Avenue/
Walnut Drive North.  Con-
struction is anticipated to 
commence in early 2012. 
 
Prior to starting the under-
pass construction, Gale Ave-
nue and Walnut Drive North 
will be widened in the vicinity 
of Nogales Street to two 
lanes in each direction to 
ease congestion at a current 
bottleneck.  
 
Currently, Nogales Street 
carries 45,000 vehicles per 
day and motorists experi-
ence significant delays at the 
crossing due to the 33 trains 
that travel through each day.  
 
Upon completion of the pro-
ject, the grade separation will 
reduce congestion, air pollu-
tion and locomotive horn and 
bell noise at the railroad 
crossing. 
 

The closed Mobil gas station on Nogales St. at Gale Ave.  

Underground fuel tanks will be removed later in August.  


